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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON KISSINGER VISIT 

REF: PERRY/WOODS TELCON 6/21/78 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF EVANS/NOVAK ARTICLE APPEARING IN 
WASHINGTON POST, 6/21/78: 

"CONTRASTING VIEWS OF KISSINGER'S 'SUPPORT 1 

"ON JUNE 5, AN AMATEUR POLITICIAN-TURNED- AMATEUR DIPLOMAT 
IN STOCKHOLM FIRED OFF AN EXCITED TELEGRAM TO THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT WITH REPERCUSSIONS THAT SHOW HOW EAGERLY THE 
FAVOR OF HENRY A. KISSINGER IS STILL SOUGHT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 157697 

"RODNEY KENNEDY MINOTT, U.S. AMBASSADOR TO SWEDEN, REPORTED 
IN EXULTATION THAT KISSINGER, ON HIS VISIT TO STOCKHOLM 
THEN TAKING PLACE, NOT ONLY ENDORSED U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 
IN GENERAL BUT ALSO THE EMERGING SALT II TREATY. WHEN 
WE INFORMED HIM ABOUT THIS TELEGRAM.KISSINGER TOLD US THE 
TYRO AMBASSADOR HAD EXAGGERATED HIS POSITION IN ONE STANCE 
AND MISUNDERSTOOD IT IN ANOTHER. 
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"FROM THE SIEVE-LIKE STATE DEPARTMENT, THE AMBASSADOR'S 

EFFUSIVE REPORT FLOWED INTO THE STREETS OF WASHINGTON. 
REPUBLICANS RESPONSIBLE FOR DESIGNING THEIR PARTY'S 
FOREIGN POLICY-READING KENNED Y-MINOTT WITHOUT BENEFIT 
OF KISSINGER'S EXPLANATION— WERE MORTIFIED. WAS HENRY 
RUNNING WITH THE HARES WHILE HUNTING WITH THE HOUNDS? 
WHILE COLLABORATING WITH THE REPUBLICANS IN MORDANT 
CRITIQUES OF THE CARTER FOREIGN POLICY, WAS HE ALSO 
BUTTERING UP THE PRESIDENT BEHIND THE SCENES? 

"EVEN IF KISSINGER WERE AN INNOCENT VICTIM IN THIS 
INCIDENT, AS IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE, THE AMBASSADOR S 
JUBILATION AND THE REPUBLICAN DISMAY SHOW WITH WHAT 
INTENSE SCRUTINY KISSINGER'S WORDS STILL ARE WEIGHED. 

BOTH SIDES BELIEVE HE MAY ULTIMATELY DETERMINE WHETHER 
SALT II IS RATIFIED BY THE SENATE. 

"UNTIL THE ELECTION OF CARTER, AMBASSADOR KENNED Y-MINOTT 
WAS AN OBSCURE COLLEGE PROFESSOR IN CALIFORNIA WHO 
DABBLED IN LIBERAL ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT POLITICS. LUCKY 
OR SMART ENOUGH TO BACK JIMMY CARTER EARLY IN A STATE 
WHERE CARTER RANKS WERE THIN, THE PROFESSOR WAS REWARDED 
WITH THE STOCKHOLM EMBASSY (CAUSING GASPS OF SURPRISE 
BACK IN CALIFORNIA). SO IT WAS THAT HE TOOK HIMSELF TO 
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THE AIRPORT TO GREET KISSINGER WHEN THE FORMER SECRETARY 
OF STATE ARRIVED IN STOCKHOLM AS HEAD OF CHASE MANHATTAN 
BANK'S INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

"KENNED Y-MINOTT'S EXCITEMENT FAIRLY LEAPT FROM HIS 
TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE: "I MET 
KISSINGER UPON ARRIVAL IN STOCKHOLM AND WE HAD A GOOD 
CHAT DRIVING IN FROM THE AIRPORT. HE WAS PERSONALLY 
MOST AGREEABLE AND APPRECIATIVE THAT I MET HIM." 

"THEN THE AMBASSADOR GOT TO THE REALLY GOOD NEWS: 

"EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, HE WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO 
EXPRESS HIS GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE LINES OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S FOREIGN POLICY . AND PARTICULARLY 
TOLD ME OF HIS ADMIRATION FOR THE SECRETARY (VANCE) 

AND HIS APPRECIATION OF THE JOB HE IS DOING. HE 
SEVERAL TIMES STRESSED THE FACT OF HIS APPROVAL OF 
OUR POLICIES." 

COULD THIS BE THE SAME KISSINGER WHO IS SO APOCALYPTIC 
IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION ABOUT CARTER’S CONDUCT OF FOREIGN 
POLICY? KISSINGER EXPLAINED TO US HE HAD MERELY IN- 
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FORMED THE AMBASSADOR THAT "I ALWAYS SUPPORT THE 
PRESIDENT'S POLICY WHEN I GO TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY, 

I DIDN'T SAY WHETHER I AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH IT." 

"KENNEDY-MINOTT'S TELEGRAM NEXT REPORTED ON "A GOOD 
FILL-IN" GIVEN HIM BY "OUR SWEDISH FRIENDS" OF 
KISSINGER'S TALKS WITH PRIME MINISTER KAREN SODER: 

"AGAIN DR. KISSINGER GAVE SUPPORT TO THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
FOREIGN-POLICY POSITIONS IN GENERAL. ON SALT, HE WAS 
RELATIVELY OPTIMISTIC, SAYING HE EXPECTED AN AGREEMENT 
TO BE INITIALED BY ABOUT SEPTEMBER." 

"CONSIDERING KISSINGER'S PRIVATE DISMAY WITH SALT'S 
CURRENT STATE, WHAT THE AMBASSADOR DESCRIBED AS 
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"OPTIMISTIC" MIGHT HAVE BEEN ONLY REALISTIC. 

"WHAT CAME NEXT, HOWEVER, COULD NOT BE EASILY DISMISSED: 
"IN THE DISCUSSION OF STRATEGIC AFFAIRS, ONE OF THE 
SWEDISH PARTICIPANTS ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE EFFECT 
OF THE 600-KILOMETER LIMIT OF SUBMARINE-LAUNCHED CRUISE 
MISSILES ON SWEDISH AND NORDIC SECURITY. BUT KISSINGER 
DISMISSED THIS AS NOT A SERIOUS QUESTION." 

"WAS HE TRULY POOH-POOHING THE NOTORIOUS 600-KILOMETER 
LIMIT ON SEA-LAUNCHED CRUISE MISSILES AGREED TO BY 
CARTER NEGOTIATORS, A CONCESSION KISSINGER AS SECRETARY 
OF STATE REFUSED AND NOW AS AN ORDINARY CITIZEN PRIVATELY 
CONDEMNED? 

"NOT AT ALL, KISSINGER EXPLAINED TO US. THE FORMER 
PROFESSOR FROM CALIFORNIA HAD GOT THINGS MIXED UP. 

THE SWEDISH OFFICIALS, DISPLAYING THEIR NATIONAL 
SELF-PROTECTION REFLEX, WONDERED WHETHER 600-KILOMETER, 
SUBMARINE-LAUNCHED MISSILES WOULD BE FIRED OVER SWEDEN 
EN ROUTE TO RUSSIA. KISSINGER PATIENTLY TOLD THEM NOT 
TO WORRY, THAT A 600-KILOMETER MISSILE WOULD NOT BE 
FIRED AT RUSSIA AT ALL. HE INDICATED TO US THAT HIS 
DISMAY OVER THE U.S. CONCESSION IS UNDIMINISHED. 

""THE ONLY POINT I HAVE TO MAKE," KISSINGER REPEATED 
TO US, "IS THAT WHEN I GO TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY I DON'T 
CRITICIZE MY COUNTRY'S POLICY." BUT REPUBLICANS 
WONDER WHETHER HIS PRAISE, AS CABLED HOME BY THE 
GRATEFUL KENNEDY-MINOTT, WAS A SHADE TOO ABUNDANT. 
MEANWHILE, THEY HAVE FINGERS CROSSED THAT HE WILL END 
UP WITH THEM ON SALT AND OTHER GREAT ISSUES BETWEEN 
NOW AND THE 1980 ELECTION." END TEXT. 
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2. FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN: 

Q: WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE EVANS AND NOVAK 
ARTICLE ALLEGING THAT OUR AMBASSADOR IN STOCKHOLM SENT 
THE DEPARTMENT A MISLEADING REPORT ON KISSINGER'S VISIT 
TO SWEDEN? 

A: IT IS ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE FOR AN EMBASSY TO EXTEND 
COURTESIES TO A DISTINGUISHED VISITING AMERICAN AND TO 
REPORT ON HIS VISIT AS IT IS RELEVANT TO OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRY CONCERNED. AS THIS COLUMN 
INVOLVES A PRIVATE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE EMBASSY 
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, I HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT 
ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ARTICLE. 

3. QUESTION NOT RAISED AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING JUNE 21. VANCE 
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